
Baptism of the Lord.  13-1-19. Seeking a new life. 

One of the phenomena of life in our world today is the huge number of 

refugees, and the thousands who will risk their life to a watery grave in the 

hope of finding a better life for themselves and for their families.   

And it is not just us, who are experiencing that drive from people originating 

in Sri Lanka, Afghanistan  and other countries bordering the Indian Ocean.  

In Europe it is the people from Africa risking their lives in coming across the 

Mediterranean.  In France at the Channel ports it is mainly people from 

eastern Europe hoping to get to England, while in the United States it is 

people from Cuba and Haiti attempting to get there even on airbeds; to say 

nothing about the caravan of people from Guatamala that has Trump up in 

arms, and the ‘wetbacks’ from Mexico, who risk their lives and their 

freedom swimming across the Rio Grande. 

All these people risk their lives, trusting themselves to the waters, in the 

hope of finding a new and better life in their country of destination.  It is a 

powerful symbol of Baptism, of our desire to gain the gift of eternal life. 

However, the example of these refugees goes further.  Once they arrive in 

their country of choice, and if they have found a welcome, then the long 

struggle begins of establishing themselves, finding somewhere to live, to 

get a job to earn the money they need, the effort of many of them to learn a 

new language adequately, so they can gain an education for themselves 

and for their children. 

Is it possible for us to see the similarity there with the struggle we need to 

engage in to make fruitful that gift of eternal life we have received in 

Baptism?  Baptism on its own is not good enough, that’s the point of arrival 

after crossing the sea, but then begins the effort to make the dream, our 

belonging to God’s Kingdom a reality. 

Let’s take a look at the feast we celebrate today, - Our Lord’s Baptism by 

John in the Jordan.  What’s that all about?  What brought Jesus to this 

point, where he felt the need of Baptism?  We don’t know for sure, but we 

can make a reasonable stab at his motivation. 

It would have started early, with parents who were observant Jews.  Jesus 

was taught that God was the Father of Israel.  He took that very personally, 

and by age 12, when he went on pilgrimage to the Temple, Jesus was 

overwhelmed with a sense that God’s business was his business. 

And as he grew in wisdom and grace, he looked around his world and 

wondered, as all young people do, if things were as they should be.  He 

saw that 95% of his people were impoverished.  He saw the occupying 

military forces, and wondered if his people always had to be under foreign 

domination. 

Then he heard about a wandering desert prophet who was haranguing 

people about how their lives as well as their situation were adrift, and the 

judgment God would pronounce over it if they did not change their ways. 

The man clearly understood that the world was not as it should be, and that 

God himself was coming to set things straight.  God would do that by 

establishing his own rule on earth as it was in heaven.  The Kingdom of 

God was at hand!! 

Jesus listened to this spellbinding prophet, and thought: “God is with this 

prophet.  I will go with him.”  And so Jesus took his place among the throng 

headed for the water.  Whether or not he had sinned did not occur to him;  

he was simply aware of being part of the chosen people, and he wanted to 

share their blessing and curse. 

 When he was baptised, a voice said: “This is my beloved Son”.  And Jesus 

must have thought: “That intuition I had was right.  God really is my Father!  

Now how shall I live?” 

The gospel tells us he went into solitude to plan his strategy, and like all of 

us he was tempted to doubt his vocation.  – He was tempted to feed 

everyone, - but he realised that they would be hungry again after he’d 

gone.  He was tempted to establish God’s reign by compromising with evil, 

but he knew that evil always wins in every compromise. He was tempted to 

cash in on his special relationship with God, but he realised that the whole 

point of his existence was that he was totally human. 



But what should he do with the sad world that his Father had created 

good?  He knew the answer wasn’t economic, - there would always be rich 

and poor.  He knew the answer wasn’t political, - there will always be the 

strong and the weak.  He knew it wasn’t a matter of fixing the system, but 

of creating a different, and alternative system, which he called the Kingdom 

of God, and from then on he dedicated his life to that cause. 

What is this Kingdom of God, and what does it mean for us?  Remember, it 

began with water, water that cleanses away the wrongs of the past, and 

which then gave life to begin it in a new way.   We have to immerse 

ourselves in that water, in that life with Jesus, even to allowing ourselves to 

be immersed in the Baptism of suffering and death, so that with Him we 

steer this world in a new direction, - in the direction of a Kingdom where 

God is King, for it is no longer selfishness that reigns but self-giving, to help 

re-establish this world which God created good. 


