THE ANNUAL PARISH BARBECUE AT ST JOSEPH’S
The end of the Church year is significant in the parish; it’s
the feast of Christ the King AND the time for the annual
parish BBQ!

On behalf of the Young Adult Ministry (YAM), Marc Lim
thanked Fr Percival for all the work he had done with the
This year about 80 parishioners gathered in the parish hall young people in the parish. He recalled the great delight
the parish felt at the celebration of Fr Percival’s ordination
for what is always a most enjoyable lunch. This year’s
to the Diaconate and to the Priesthood, and the many
planning committee, Clare Taylor, Diana Jeske and Di
Brebner, were most generously supported by our wonder- ways Percival has touched the lives of parishioners during
ful parish office staff Emilie Rousset and Toni Stuart, and a his three years in South Yarra, especially through (YAM),
and wished him well in his role of Secretary to the
selfless band of parishioners who turned up to help with
Provincial Team and in his studies.
the setting up of the hall, the preparation of the salads
beforehand; those who joined the kitchen team and kept
In response Frs Michael, Abel and Percival each
the food supply up to the tables and, of course, the most
expressed their gratitude for the kind words expressed,
willing souls who stayed to the end for the clean-up.
and the enjoyment they have had in their ministry here in
the Parish of South Yarra.
We were treated, as usual, to delicious food; tasty salads
Thank you to everyone who made the 2018 annual parish
and fruit platters, all once again generously donated by
Anita D’Andrea and family. Also, our thanks go to Mr Eddy barbecue such a happy day for our parish.
Di Brebner
Travaglini of Australian Butchers Store, Dandenong, for
WORKING
BEES:
SPRING
CLEANING.
his very generous discounts on all the meat they supplied
us, and to Prahran Market Administration and Woolworths
We are proud of our Parish, proud of the care shown by
South Yarra for their generous gift vouchers; and several
generous parishioners who provided prizes for the Hamper keeping the buildings in good repair, providing attractive
liturgies and décor, an opportunity for people to practice
and monster Raffle.
their skills through music and vocal expression, and servIt is sometimes said that the vibrancy and the viability of a ing the parish and wider community in a rich variety of other ways.
parish can be strongly felt at parish celebrations. Many of
us rejoice that our little parish knows how to throw a good
One way in which this pride found expression recently
party! Renewed thanks to all who contributed to the
was in the number of
success of the day again this year.
people who turned up to
take part in a Spring
A note of appreciation (received incidentally from two of
cleaning of both churchour most generous donors):
es.
“Mum and I were just talking about the Parish BBQ held
last Sunday and saying how good it was. Well done you
On October 6th 17 paladies! We really are lucky to be part of such a great
rishioners and other
community. Thank you for what you do.”
friends of the parish came to St. Thomas Aquinas to take
Antoniette and Anita D’Andrea.
on a variety of tasks, both inside and outside the church,
FAREWELLS
such as
cobwebbing, cleaning windows, wiping
As this day appeared to be the last chance to get the par- down pews, dusting ledges, polishing brass, weeding garish together this year, the Parish Pastoral Council had
den areas, and so forth, all done with good humour and
decided that the barpride in their work.
becue gathering
would be a fitting time
Saturday, 27th October saw a repeat at St. Joseph’s with
to farewell our three
some of the previous participants, but also new faces, 16
priests who, we are
in all. While many tasks were identical to those done at St.
sad to say, are movThomas, here removing graffiti, cleaning gutters and reloing on to other Auguscating a squatting possum was also on the job-list.
tinian ministries in
All in all a commendable effort that showed how proud we
2019.
are to be part of South Yarra Catholic Parish. Thank you to
Diana Jeske, the curall who participated
rent PPC Chairperson, thanked Fr MiTHE BEGINNING, THE MIDDLE,
AND THE END.
chael for, among many things, his compassionate
leading of the parish, his tireless hard work and strong
The following have been added to the Christian community
commitment to our community. While we will miss him in
via the waters of Baptism: Sebastian Kelly, Seamus Kelly,
South Yarra we are pleased that his is able to return to
Asia in 2019 helping to establish the new Augustinian mis- Mac Matthews, Thomas Cinque, Darcy Barone, Bella Tarrant,
Caio Hickey, Ava Spee
sion in Vietnam.
In thanking Fr Abel, Di Brebner recalled the enormous
gratitude that the parish feels to Fr Abel in his preparedness to assume the leadership of the parish at a difficult
time in 2011, for his great commitment to our parish and
for the enthusiasm with which he introduced or reestablished a number of programs including the RCIA; the
Parish Chronicle; the Friday Dinners; the annual Memorial
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Masses. We shall miss him, and we all wish him great
happiness in his retirement in Sydney.

The knot was tied between: Michael Green & Nicole Paino,
Conor Lydon & Felicia Liongue, David Walker & Jacqueline
Papson, Jacob Lees & Laura Selkrig, Joshua Southwell &
Jacqueline Kovacich, Gary O’Brien & Veronica O’Reilly, Joshua
Douglas & Alexandra Higgins, Simon Craig & Maria Soetjipto,
Lynette Lee & Elliot Wilson, Kieran Beck & Stephanie Pickworth.
While Luisa Castello returned to her creator.
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WELCOMING ALL AT CHRISTMAS
Generosity, hospitality and appreciation for the kindness we
have received from others are virtues highly valued throughout
history in all societies and cultures. I am reminded of their
importance in this season of Advent when we prepare once
again to celebrate the birth of Christ.
At this time of year many groups of people gather with fellow
workers, friends and colleagues in all manner of organizations
and communities – schools, clubs, churches and places of work
– to celebrate and give thanks for people and life, for all the
kindness that has been shared and the good things that have
been done during the year.

Summer 2018
We settled on a date - the 4th November, the Saturday night
before the Melbourne Cup.
The result was a wonderful night of music, fun and games with
delicious food and drink for over 100 people. The organiser
herself wishes not to be named, but I wish to express my deep
gratitude to her and all who helped by selling the tickets, setting
up the hall, preparing and serving the food and drink, providing
the great music, donating gifts and prizes and of course making
sure everything was put back in its proper place after the
clean-up. Finally, I thank all who came along to the evening to
enjoy themselves and help raise money for the new Augustinian
Mission in Viet Nam.

It was a “no fuss” event that raised over $4,000 on the night.
Fr. Michael osa
At the very deepest level Christians believe that all life, goodness
and kindness flow from the goodness and love of God that has
A GLIMPSE OF YAM.
been poured forth in the creation of the immense, mysterious
universe in which we find ourselves living.
Jesus, whose birth we
prepare to celebrate
during the season of
Advent, reminded us that
we need to be generous,
hospitable and kind to
others from whom we do
not expect or hope to
receive anything in return.
He even asks us to be
generous, kind and hospitable to those who have injured or hurt
us – our enemies. He says that if we live in this way we will become the daughters and sons of God.
By his actions and words Jesus taught us to be welcoming and
hospitable people: “I was a stranger and you made me
welcome.” (Matthew 25:35)

(12 months ago, in the summer issue of the Chronicle, Annie
Duran-Dy Jimenez shared with us something of the beginnings of our Young Adult Ministry, YAM, and more especially
on the Youth Masses which allowed the members to participate more closely in our parish’s worship through music,
Prayers of Intercession allied more closely to their interests
and concerns, and taking up their part in the ministries of
Welcoming, Reading, serving as Ministers of the Eucharist,
and so on. Here Marc Lim shares with his thoughts about
‘faith formation’ as an important aspect of YAM’s spiritual
growth)

The Young Adult Ministry (YAM)
was created to bring young
adults together through
friendship and service by
journeying together in faith and
So much of the short public life of Jesus revolved around making discovering Jesus in ourselves
those who felt left out of society welcome in the community that
and in each other.
had began to gather around him. That small community would
eventually become a huge international church organization.

When we first started
developing the types of relevant
Our large global church behaves at its best only when it rememevents to hold for YAM it was
bers its humble origins in the birth of a small child in Palestine,
Jesus, who taught people to welcome those who were despised, clear there was a strong desire
for young adults to learn more
pushed aside or neglected by rulers, religious institutions and
about the Catholic faith, and not
mainstream society. Jesus spent time with them, rekindled their
hope, valued and respected them as daughters and sons of God, surprisingly, for there to be a channel to share their thoughts,
opinions and questions in a safe environment among friends.
and made them once more feel loved and welcome. This was
This was done through YAM’s ‘faith formation’ events, where
the mission of Jesus from God whom he called his Father. This
relevant topics or issues prevalent to the Catholic faith could
will always be the mission of our parish of South Yarra.
be discussed; a deep dive into suggestions to be provided to
For the past four years I have been privileged to help you in the
the Plenary council, and a retreat day of prayer, reflections
mission of South Yarra Parish. Next year I will become part of a
and fellowship, reminding ourselves that we are ‘imperfect
new mission with the Augustinian community in Viet Nam. I take
and loved’.
this opportunity before Christmas to thank you for the welcome
and support you have given me during my time in South Yarra,
and for your willingness to contribute your time, talents and energy to the work of our parish.
On behalf of myself and my fellow Augustinians, Fr. Gerry, Fr.
Abel and Fr. Percival, I wish you peace and joy as you celebrate
the birth of Jesus and I pray that you will know always how to be
people like him.
Fr. Michael osa
NEW AUGUSTINIAN VIET NAM MISSION FUND RAISER
I was concerned when a parishioner asked me one day if she
could organise a fund raiser in the parish for the new Augustinian
Mission in Vietnam. There were just too many other events
already in our parish calendar!
“Leave it to me”, she said, “I’ll organise everything!”
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MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 2018

SNIPPETS OF PARISH CENTRE NEWS.

On a quiet but windy evening a small group of fifteen or
so gathered in the Tolentine Memorial Gardens tucked
away behind St Joseph’s Church. We were there to
celebrate our annual Mass of Remembrance.

ALMOST FRENCH KINDERGARTEN
From February 2019, the Parish will be glad to welcome
the “Almost French” Kindergarten as
tenants to our Parish Hall and Garden
on Thursdays and Fridays . The Kinder
will run a French program licensed by
the department of education for about
22 children aged between 3 and 5
years old.

The Mass was initiated by Fr Abel back in 2011, and
has become yet another simple but meaningful celebration that he has left as a legacy to our parish, and this would
be the last opportunity for him to
The Parish is ready to
celebrate it with us.
start, upgraded with new
To quote Fr Abel’s words: ‘What children toilets, a new
brings us together here this
fence around the garden
evening is one of the most basic and playground as well
desires each one of us has. We as a sand pit coming
would like to be remembered… soon. We wish Almost
we cherish the hope that our
French a great success.
memory will live on at least in
the hearts of those whose lives USE OF THE PARISH FACILITIES
we have touched.’
This year the Parish Centre facilities have been busy alThe Mass of Remembrance offers us, individually and as most every evening and weekends, hosting our regular
tenants: AA Groups, Karate, Martial Arts, Meditation,
a community, the opportunity to reflect on and show our
Yoga groups, and more.
appreciation for those special people that we want to
keep alive in our hearts. The Prayers of Intercession take
The Catholic Schools from
us beyond our immediate – we pray for all people who
all around Melbourne also
have died under whatever circumstance, whether peaceenjoy coming for their retreat
fully or violently; whether young or old; whether frienddays. We are always looking
less, homeless or marginalised; whether surrounded by
for new rental opportunities
family or not. We pray for healing comfort from God’s
to use our beautiful facilities.
love, not only for those who mourn, but also for those who
Our Parish Centre is availagrieve for lost opportunities or relationships that have
ble for hire
during the
fractured.
day and evenings for community groups’ activities or family events on either a short or long term basis.
We take a flower, usually a lovely warm-coloured rose
(how apt), as a symbol of our love towards those who we
PARISH WEBSITE
have come to remember. As we place it along the rim of
the urn we say silently the words that we would most like Since it was created in April 2017, the parish website has
to offer them or hear from them.
welcomed more and more visitors each month. From April
Before the Presentation of Gifts of Bread and Wine the
celebrant extends the ‘loving
cup’ and
invites us to
place in it, the small note on
which we have previously
written the memorial name(s).
It is brought up with the gifts
as we all say the prayer
‘Death is only an horizon’.
The last symbolic part of the
ritual takes place after Communion. Each of us lights our
candle. The flame, originally lit
from the Easter Candle, is
passed on from one to the
other and helps us to make
visible our connection with
each other. The lit candle represents a strong
message of uplift and resurgence – of hope and spiritual
renewal that can arise from our loss.
As we leave the celebration with our rose and candle,
let’s carry that light within us as we remember those for
whom we came to pray.
Anne Semple

to November 2018, more than 3,400 people have visited
the website, which is 18% more than last year.
All important events are displayed on the Welcome page,
featuring parish highlights occurring during the year. All
your suggestions to improve this website to make it more
lively and adapted to the Parish needs are welcome.
Emilie Rousset.

CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE.
RECONCILIATION
Saturday, 2nd Dec.
Monday, 24th Dec,
St. Joseph’s. 5.15—5.45 p.m.
MASS TIMES;
Christmas Eve: 24th Dec.
(St. Joseph’s)
6.00 p.m. Family Mass
8.30 p.m. Carols.
9.00 p.m. (Mid)Night Mass
Christmas Day:

9.00 a.m. St. Thomas Aquinas
10.30 a.m. St. Joseph’s.

New Year’s Day:

10.00 a.m. St. Joseph’s.

BILL FURNEUAX, tall in humility as well as in stature.

Sunday, 25th November, at the end of 10.30 Mass at St.
Joseph’s church, a brief tribute was paid to one of our longserving parishioners, who is about to retire from some of
the many functions he continues to exercise in our parish.
His stature as welcomer at
the 10.30 Mass ensures that
you won’t miss him. Being
more than 6 feet tall he towers over most of us, but the
genuine warmth of his welcome, as he hands out the
Parish Bulletin, quickly disarms any disquiet his stature
might invoke.
Bill has lived and served in
our Parish for some 40 years,
recalling how Fr. James Kavanagh O.S.A., appointed to the Parish in 1980, was one
of the first Augustinians he met, and who promptly involved
him in the ministry of visiting the patients in the Alfred Hospital, probably as one of the regular activities of the local
Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society at that time,
but also to assist the then Chaplain, Fr. Pat Bourke O.S.A.

SJOS DECEMBER SY PARISH CHRONICLE UPDATE
October was SJOS Comedy Club Night, when over 100
gathered from far and wide to enjoy an evening of laughter.
Supported by comedian Monica Dullard, the niece of Fr
Gerry, the event was a great success. Dave O’Neill started
off the laughs, followed by Brad Oaks, and then Monica
Dullard told us lots of very funny stories about country life
and family challenges. Sincere thanks to
Monica, but also to
the fabulous volunteers who did such a
great job, serving the
food, managing the
bar and keeping the
kitchen operating.
The SJOS Garden
Club, formed in August 2018, now has flourishing bio
dynamic garden beds devoted to growing veggies and
herbs. The produce goes into our SJOS Food Store to be
distributed to many marginalised and disadvantaged in our
extended community.

If you would like to become a part of this SJOS
volunteer project, whether planting, watering,
Bill was born in the old Queen Victoria Hospital, on the
general maintenance or
corner of Lonsdale and Swanston Sts, in the city, where
the QV building now stands. Melbourne, at that time, was picking, we would love to
hear from you.
expanding in easterly direction along what is now the Maroondah Highway. The family, made up of parents, 4 sons For further information
contact Trish Dennis
and 2 daughters, lived in Tunstall, little more than a location in what is now Nunawadding. He had his Primary edu- and Carmel Bateman at
cation at St. Joseph’s School, Mitcham, and like many oth- info@sjos.org.au
ers at that time, left school to start work at 14. He worked
The SJOS Sausage Sizzle happened again on Saturday 24
for most of his life as a storeman, progressing to forklift
November at the Bunnings Collingwood Store. A total of 456
driver and other related skills.
sausages were cooked, 25 loaves of bread were wrapped
by serviettes and 26 kg of onions were cooked and placed,
Here, in St. Joseph’s, he has served the community in
on the bread, before the sausage. The team was also able
many and varied ways. When laypeople were first comto sell 49 cans of drinks and 18 bottles of water, plus $57.30
missioned as Special Ministers of the Eucharist, Bill was
in coin was denoted by those who purchased sausages.
one of the first to be invited.
SJOS would like to thank Peter Mahony, Trish Dennis, GarWhen, in 2003, St. Francis Xavier Parish in Prahran was
rie Christie, Barb Heyhoe, Carmel Bateman, Terence
closed down, and its territory divided between East St. Kil- McAleenan, Antoniette D’Andrea, Quentin Kynoch, Eileen
da and South Yarra Parishes, a minibus was made availa- Monagle, Janet Maher and Margaret Ricardo for all their
ble by Stonnington City Council to bring the elderly and
wonderful cooking skills and their efforts to spread the word
more distant parishioners who wished to come to the late
about SJOS to the wider community. The total profit for the
morning Mass (now 10.30 a.m.). Needing volunteer drivday was $1,163.95.
ers, Bill was once again one of the first to put up his hand, The Management Committee of SJOS would like to
and is still the only remaining driver, now using his own car thank all those who supported SJOS throughout the
to ferry the last of these bus passengers to Mass.
year and may you have the gift of faith, the blessing of
hope and the peace of love at Christmas and always.
At Mass Bill has been one of the Collectors forever and a
Bernadette Dennis
SJOS
day. Every week, together with two colleagues, he then
A HEARTFELT THANKS & FAREWELL.
comes to count the Sunday collection. At Parish funcFor almost 7 years I have been allowed the privilege of
tions, such as BBQS and Working Bees, Bill is rarely absent. For our Foodstore Bill is one of the regulars who
coming into your homes via the Chronicle, sharing with
picks up the 2nd Bite fruit and vegies from Prahran Market
you a rich variety of stories. reports, profiles, and comon Sunday afternoons, and faithfully returning the accumu- ments which reflected much of what was happening in
lation of crates and boxes to their place of origin.
the Parish and of the vitality alive in our midst. In this I

For all this activity, Bill still finds time to play bowls, managing a very creditable score, as well as maintaining a regular
circle of friends with whom he loves to socialize.
Bill, we are proud of you, and grateful for the service you
have given to our Parish. We recognize that even now you
don’t want to retire from all your involvements, but trust that
this easing of your part in Parish ministry will give you welcome rest.

was generously helped by parishioners I invited to write
about their areas of interest or the Parish events they
attended. To them, and to all readers I offer you my
grateful thanks for making me so welcome among you.
For me this is also a final farewell. In January I’ll be
moving to Sydney to begin my retirement officially.
It’s good to have been here and to share your joys
and sorrows for a while but it’s time to adieu.
ADIEU!
Fr. Abel

