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God’s Gift of Diversity to Us at Christmas 
 

Just how culturally and linguistically diverse our parish of 
South Yarra has become in recent years, was evident at 
this year’s annual BBQ-Fair held outside St. Joseph’s 
Church on the Feast of Christ the King at the end of            
November. 
 

While the tucker may have been Aussie sausages and beef 
patties washed down with a local red, those enjoying the 
very friendly family atmosphere of the BBQ were parishion-
ers young and old from 
all over the world. 
 

A recent article in a UK 
Catholic magazine* 
said that people not 
born in Australia now 
make up 43% of those 
attending masses on 
weekends throughout 
Australia, and that 37% 
of these are from non-
English speaking   
countries. 
Compare this to the 
picture of South Yarra 
parish that emerged from the National Church Life Survey 
conducted in both our churches on Sunday 6

th
 November 

2016. Many may be surprised to learn that only 32% of 
those coming to mass in our parish on weekends were 
born in Australia. Of the 68% not born in Australia, 12% 
come from English speaking countries and 56% from non-

English speaking countries. 
 

As we approach Christmas, 
our minds naturally turn to re-
flecting on the fact that in Je-
sus, God was born among us 
as one like us. But which one 
of us? Australian, Malaysian, 
Filipino, English, Italian,      
African, French, Indian, Irish, 
South American, Scottish,  
Chinese, Spanish, Indonesian, 
North American, Belgian, Sri 
Lankan, English, Polish,    
Burmese, Dutch, Mauritian? 
 

The truth is that all of us     
reflect the face of God in    

different ways through our rich cultural and linguistic      
diversity, and through all that has made us who we are. 
As we celebrate our unity in Christ at the Eucharist this 
Christmas in St. Joseph’s or St. Thomas Aquinas church-
es, I hope we will reflect upon and pray in thanksgiving to 
God for the wonderful gift of diversity that has been given 
us – differences in age and experience, differences in cul-
tural background and language, differences in talents and 
abilities, differences in sexual identities and orientation – 
people for whom Christ was born from all over the world.  

 
This Christmas, I hope we will give thanks for the gift of 
being able to celebrate in peace the Birth of God among 
us, as one like us, in all our 
great human  diversity.                  
 

Michael Sullivan osa     
Parish Priest. 
 

* ‘The Tablet’                                                         

18 November 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       A very big 
"Thank you" 

to all who came to 
the Parish BBQ-Fair 
on Sunday 26                    
November and especially to all who helped in any way to make the 
day such a wonderful occasion. We celebrated our diversity and unity, 

and enjoyed each other’s friendship. The $4,000 raised will go to 
help with our parish pastoral outreach ministry.  
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REFLECTING BACK ON MARTIN LUTHER. 
 
On October 31

st
,1517 an event of world-changing                

proportions took place when Martin Luther, an                    
Augustinian monk and Professor in Theology, nailed a list 
of 95 complaints to the door of the castle church in               
Wittenberg, Germany. 
 
Martin, already a lawyer before he asked to join the Au-
gustinians in 1505, had become increasingly concerned 
about a number of practices and interpretations of Catho-
lic doctrine, which he considered out-of-line with the truth, 
and these failings needed to be addressed for the Church 
to continue being the messenger of truth it needed to be. 
 
First among his concerns was the custom of granting 
indulgences, i.e. the practice of attaching a remission of 
the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt had al-
ready been forgiven, - providing certain conditions were 
observed. 
 
This custom harks back to a practice in the early Church 
where people convicted of serious sin had to perform 
certain public penances before they would be allowed to 
take their place in the worshipping community again, 
hence the word excommunication. 
 
Since many of these penances could be of considerable 
duration, it could happen that the Pope, or the local     
Bishop, would decide on a remission of time for the     
performance of these penances because of the sincerity 
wherewith the penance was  being performed. 
 
Later, in the Middle Ages, when the practice of public 
penance fell into dis-use, a new understanding devel-
oped which linked penance to the time which might be 
spent in Purgatory, and how this could be reduced 
through prayer and good works. 
 
In Luther’s time, this form of indulgence had burgeoned, 
often with quite specific good works being attached, - one 
of which was the granting of a plenary, or full, indulgence 
for contributing money for the rebuilding of St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. 
 
Luther objected strongly to this on two grounds, firstly in 
that it favoured those who were able to contribute more 
money, and secondly, that it gave the appearance of  
being able to gain remission of a time in Purgatory, even 
ahead of time.  Indeed many of those commissioned to 
gather those donations made extravagant claims, as well 
as fostering other abuses. 
 
Luther reasoned that the Pope exceeded his authority in 
attaching these specific conditions to indulgences, and 
wanted these practices to be brought into line, especially 
since they facilitated the enrichment of the Church at the 
expense of its care for the poor. 
 
Unfortunately, rather than being seen as a call for reform, 
Luther’s protest was seen as an attack on the authority of 
the Pope, with Rome calling for Luther to retract. Many of 
the nobility, envious of the Church’s wealth, joined Luther 
in his call for reform, - going so far as to demand the  
surrender of properties gained through the “selling” of 
indulgences. 

Soon that demand was 
taken up by the general 
populace as well, many of 
whom were labourers, 
renters or share-farmers 
on those properties. With 
no sign of Rome doing 
anything else but demand 
Luther’s retraction, they 
took action themselves, in 
a sacking of churches and 
monasteries that reverber-
ated through the whole of Europe. 
 
However, it wasn’t just this form of indulgences which 
worried Luther.  He saw the emphasis on doing good 
works as a distortion of the Faith.  Being the Scripture 
scholar he was, and using St. Paul’s letter to the Romans 
as a starting point, he quoted verse 17 of Chapter 1:  
“The person who is put right with God through faith shall 
live.”  
 
From this, and other Scripture texts, he reasoned that it is 
only faith that saves, - that faith comes first before any-
thing else, and anyone who teaches differently is mis-
guided.  “Only faith” became the foundation of Luther’s 
teaching, later adding three other basic principles: “only 
Scripture, only Grace, and only the Glory of God”, which 
to this day remain the cornerstone of the Lutheran faith. 
 
In all of this Luther remained within the teaching of the 
Catholic faith, except for his difference with Papal        
authority and the place of good works in catholic tradition.  
For Luther, quite rightly, good works should grow out of 
faith and out of love for God and love of neighbour, not 
out of a monetary incentive. 
 
However, while repudiating “good works”, Luther also 
repudiated “Tradition” as a valuable possession of the 
Church, especially its authority to interpret the meaning 
of Scripture, placing interpretation into the hands of every 
individual reader who feels him or herself guided by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
While, as Catholics, we have, therefore, no reason to 
celebrate Martin Luther and the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation, his protest and its consequences 
eventually led to the Council of Trent (1545-1563) which 
addressed the abuses Luther had been concerned about, 
and launched the Counter-Reformation which corrected 
and clarified the Church’s teachings and the disputed 
practices. 
 
Unfortunately, it also set the Church’s liturgy in stone, 
and tied it to the Latin language, until the 2

nd
 Vatican 

Council (1962-65) brought much-needed renewal. 
 
Luther remained faithful as an Augustinian until he was 

excommunicated by Rome in 1521, continuing to use his 

Augustinian habit until 1524, just before he married in 

June 1525. 

On Saturday, 28th October, Fr. Abel attended  the             
Catholic –Lutheran Commemoration of 500 years since 
the start of the Protestant Reformation, held at St. John’s 
Lutheran church, City Rd., Southbank.. 



SJOS REPORT FOR DECEMBER: 
 
SJOS 2017 ANNUAL FILM NIGHT 
 
On Tuesday, 14 November 2017, SJOS held the Annual 
Film Night at the Palace Cinemas Como. The film, “JUST TO 
BE SURE” , was a breakout French hit at the 2017 
Cannes Film Festival and the 2017 Odessa International 
Film Festival. It was a very “French” film, with some             
wonderful acting and some great humour. 
 

 
 
The film night was very successful for SJOS with a “full 
house” enjoying the pre-film refreshments as well as the very 
active raffle ticket selling. The night resulted in a wonderful 
net profit of over $4,700.00 and sincere thanks go to all the 
fabulous volunteers who provided sandwiches and raffle 
prizes. Especial thanks to the tireless tickets sellers as 178 
tickets were sold, the best result for the past three (3) years 
of film nights. 
 
 

VALE TONY DAWSON 
CHAIR | SJOS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
The chair of the SJOS Management Committee, Tony Daw-
son, died on Wednesday, 22 November 2017, only hours 
before the committee would be discussing the 2018 SJOS 
Investment Strategy, a project initiated by Tony at the Sep-
tember Committee Meeting. To the end, Tony’s enthusiasm 
for SJOS, and his clear understanding of what was needed 
to enable a sustainable future for SJOS, was to be admired. 
Here is how one of his friend’s described him in an obituary 
notice: 
“A fine gentleman of high intelligence, knowledge and com-
passion, he faced his final illness with courage and dignity. 
Tony has left us with a bank of memories of most interesting 
conversations, enabled by his wide experience and inter-
ests”. 
We can 
only    
concur as 
he was a 
most  
generous 
man who 
will be 
greatly 
missed by 
SJOS. 
Rest in 

Peace 

Tony 

CHILDREN’S LITURGIES AT ST JOSEPH’S 
 
While the number of children in our parish is relatively small, we 
have a very dedicated group of parents who organise the                     
Children’s Liturgies each fortnight, bringing the children to an     
understanding of the gospel messages from a child’s perspective. It 
is a delight to see the children returning to the church with their 
drawings and other goodies reflecting what they have learned. Our 
thanks to Liz Follacchio, Teresa Fels and Jamie and Kate Chard for 
their dedication to the children, and we encourage more parents to  
bring their children to these excellent sessions. 

CHILDREN’S MASSES 
Thanks to the drive and enthusiasm of our parishioner , Christelle 
Dezaunay, Children’s Masses were introduced at St Joseph’s    
during 2017. At these Masses, parish children and their parents 
took  leading roles in proclaiming the Readings and the Prayers of 
Intercession, singing the Responsorial Psalm,  leading the Proces-
sions at the Entrance, with the Book of the Gospels and at the   
Offertory. It is always a joy to hear the children singing a  reflection 
song after Communion, none more so than at their final Mass for 
the year  when they lead the congregation  in the singing of “We 
are the world”. There was a great sense of  delight for both the   
children and the whole congregation  as we sang and prayed with 
and for our children.  
About five or six families took part in these Masses, with            
preparatory sessions teaching the children about the Mass and 
their participation  extended over the three Wednesdays prior to the  
Mass. It is planned to continue these special Children’s Masses in 
2018 and we encourage more families to participate  next year. 

Our special thanks to Christelle Dezaunay for initiating this Mass 

program for the children, and thanks to Di Brebner and the parents 

who assisted, especially Tina Staa and Tarsha Corr. Christelle has 

made an enormous contribution to our parish in her role this year 

and her involvement  in the Sacramental and Eucharistic programs  

for the children has been highly appreciated. We shall miss 

Christelle, Eric and their children, Bertille, Sixte and Apollinaire, as 

they return to France in time for Christmas with their families. They 

have all made wonderful contributions to our parish and we wish 

them God’s  richest blessings. 

 

CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE. 
  

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday, 23rd Dec.  
Sunday, 24th Dec, 
St. Joseph’s. 5.15—5.45 p.m. 
  
MASS TIMES; 

Christmas Eve: 24th Dec. 
(St. Joseph’s) 6.00 p.m. Family Mass 
   8.30 p.m. Carols. 
            9.00 p.m. (Mid)Night Mass 
  
Christmas Day: 9.00 a.m. St. Thomas Aquinas  
                   10.30 a.m. St. Joseph’s.  
 
New Year’s Day:   10.00 a.m. St. Joseph’s. 



Young and Inspired 
Annie Duran-Dy Jimenez 

 
The Parish of South Yarra has accommodated and 
inspired the lives of many individuals. Among these 
individuals are the members of YAM (Young Adult 
Ministry). Saint Augustine once said:  “Don’t refuse to 
regain your youth in Christ, who says to you: ‘The 
world is passing away; the world is losing its grip; the 
world is short of breath. Don’t fear, your youth shall 
be renewed as an eagle.’” 
 
The Young Adult Ministry is composed of young 
adults from different cultural backgrounds, coming 
together and getting involved in different acts of     
worship that bring honor to our heavenly Father. The 
Youth Mass, which we have been celebrating once a 
month, is among them. Coming together and celebrating 
the Youth Mass do not make the event exclusive only to 
the youth; rather it is open to everyone willing to celebrate 
Mass with us. The purpose of having the Youth Mass is 
to encourage young people to rekindle their inner sense 
of gratefulness for all the blessings that have been whole-
heartedly showered upon them by God. Little we may 
have noticed, our daily existence is a blessing that we 
oftentimes forget to acknowledge. Youth Masses           
celebrated at Saint Joseph’s Church South Yarra started 
recently and feedback from parishioners who have                  
participated in the said Masses has contributed to the      
success of each Mass each month. Members of the 
Young Adult Ministry take turns in spear-heading the 
planning of every Youth Mass and, as a team, come up 
with a theme for each celebration.  
 
In celebrating the Youth Mass, YAM members aspire to 
provide a sense of belonging in the participants and reas-
sure them that they are in the right place at the right time. 
Prayers of the Faithful have been translated to different 
languages to provide a sense of representation as parish-
ioners come from different cultural backgrounds. Children 
with talents have volunteered to perform interpretative 
religious dance as an offering during the Mass. The se-
lection of hymns sung in the Mass is looked after by YAM 
members and suggestions from members are highly val-
ued. Choir practice is arranged prior to each celebration 
based on the agreement of the majority of the members.  
 
Youth Masses have served as a team-enhancing oppor-
tunity for the YAM members. Suggestions are taken posi-
tively and used to further improve the next celebrations. 
With every effort we put into helping people remember  
God’s kindness in our lives, we feel rejuvenated. A pur-
pose that even in our busy lives we still find  worth doing.  
 
Our greatest joy is knowing that we have made a positive 
impact in the lives of others by reminding them of God’s 
love. Our doors and windows are wide open for everyone 
to get involved and enjoy the process. The Young Adult 
Ministry welcomes all interested individuals at every 
Youth Mass to take part in the celebration and allow the 
experience to touch their lives. It is not just by the number 
that God is pleased but also by the sincerity of the heart 
that rejoices. 
 

OUR PARISH MINISTRY TO THE ALFRED HOSPITAL 
 
For another year our parish has continued its pastoral, 
spiritual and sacramental ministry to patients and their 
families at the Alfred on Sundays and during the week.  
 

Our priests, Frs Michael, Abel and Percival, are on-call 
every day to provide the Anointing of the Sick or the Last  
Rites  to patients when requested  by hospital staff and /
or family members; as well, Fr Percival visits a number of 
patients every Wednesday. Our priests  continue to be 
assisted in covering night calls (6pm – 8am) in a weekly 
rotation by Fr Brendan Hayes from St Peter’s Toorak  and 
the Capuchins at St Peter and Paul’s South Melbourne. 
 

For almost ten years parishioners who are commissioned 
by the parish to take Holy Communion to the Alfred have 
been visiting patients each Sunday. Over the course of 
the year our Eucharistic Ministers would visit about 500 
patients and their families. It is a deeply felt honour to 
carry out this ministry, and the appreciation shown by 
many of the patients, and their family members if they are 
present, is a gentle reminder of Christ’s call: “When I was 
sick you visited me.”(Matt.25:36) 
 
At present we have twelve parishioners sharing this min-

istry, each person visiting the hospital about once month. 

If you would like to join this team please contact Fr Perci-

val or Di Brebner through the Parish Centre. 

THE BEGINNING,     THE MIDDLE,      AND THE END.   
 
The following have been added to the Christian 
community via the waters of Baptism: Ella Barrett, 
Barnaby Carrodus, Mateo Pugliese, William Dimitropoulos, 
James Prendergast, Riley Mertyn, Jack Wolff & Agathe 
Porche 

The knot was tied between: Joseph De Fazio & Deidre 
Gallivan, Callum Jackson & Chaiel Balcombe, Phillip 
Italiano & Marissa Mercuri, Cameron Morrison & Natalie 
Palmowski, Johannes Glunk & Tania Ivosevich, Matjaz 
Kolaric & Rachel Leach, Andrew Waymouth & Louisa Lo 

While Betty Pethebridge & Tony Dawson returned to 

their Creator. 


