
16th S. in OT, Yr C.  17-7-16  True Hospitality. 
 
You know, a little word can sometimes make a world of a difference in our 
understanding of things, and we have a good example of this in today’s 
Gospel.  We have heard how Martha welcomed Jesus into her home, got 
busy with preparing a meal for him while Mary sat down at the Lord’s feet 
and listened to him speaking. 
 
There is apparently a little word missing that can change our whole 
perception of that episode.  The older translations, as well as those I’ve 
consulted in Dutch and in Italian, all put in the little word ‘also’.  In other 
words, it should read: “Mary also sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
Him.” 
 
That little word indicates that Mary had not left the preparation and serving 

entirely to Martha, but when she noticed that Jesus really wanted and 
needed to talk, she dropped what she was doing and sat down at his feet. 
It’s what any of you women would do when you recognise the real need of a 
visitor.  If you receive a visitor who’s been travelling much of the day, and is 
hungry, you might sit him or her down at the kitchen table and chat while 
you go about the business of cutting some sandwiches and boiling the 
kettle.  You don’t leave that person sitting alone in the front room while you 
get him/her something to eat.   
 
But if that person drops in, and the need for a cuppa is not urgent, then you 
have a chinwag first, and as time goes on, you suddenly snap out of it and 
ask: “Did you want a cuppa?”  and if so, you get busy. 
 
With that in mind, it’s good to have a detailed look at our Gospel today, in 
the context in which Luke writes about it.  In the Gospel reading we had four 
Sundays ago we heard that Jesus resolutely took the road to Jerusalem, on 
his final journey that would lead to his crucifixion.  The opposition to his 
teaching and his way of doing things was really mounting, so at times this 
pressure needed some release.  He often found this in the time he spent in 
prayer to the Father, but this time he made use of the hospitality of Martha 
and Mary. 
 
Nothing very special about that in our day, but at that time it was unusual for 
a man to enter a home in which no other male person was present.  We 
don’t learn about their brother Lazarus until later in St. John’s Gospel, so 
Luke is once again showing us a side of Jesus that broke with convention. 
In his need for some caring company he turned to these women friends, 
recognising the soft side that generally makes women far more under-

standing and sensitive than men.  It’s an acknowledgement that Luke 
makes of the many women who in later decades would provide hospitality to 
the Apostles, when they made their first mission journeys, and in whose 
homes the first Christian communities began to grow. 
 
So, in this gospel Jesus needs a place where he can unwind, and where a 
listening ear can help him do this. Mary senses this, so she stops helping 
Martha with her preparation and sits at the feet of Jesus as he tells her 
what’s been happening, the frustrations that he’s experiencing, and how 
that saddens him, because the message he’s got for people is able to give 
them a whole new understanding of God’s love for them. 
 
I also want you to take note of what St. Luke is doing here.  Without saying 
so, he is laying the framework for what today we call the Mass. Both Martha 
and Mary make Jesus welcome, as all of us are made welcome at Mass. 
Then, when greetings and pleasantries have been exchanged, we sit down 
like Mary to listen to the Lord speaking to us about the message he’s got to 
share, and often enough lets us in on the frustrations and disappointments 
he’s experiencing today as well. 
 
Then we join Martha with her preparation, as the gifts of bread and wine are 
brought forward, and we join Jesus at table as he blesses the food at the 
Consecration, and then shares it with us in Communion.  Then, having been 
refreshed, we are ready to step out into the world again, to continue our 
own mission of making the Lord present in the environment in which we 
work and live. 
 
Today’s Gospel has many lessons in it, therefore, and that’s in part because 
we took note of that little word ‘also’ which doesn’t drive a wedge between 
Martha and Mary, making us all upset because we feel that Martha is badly 
done by, but makes one just that little bit more sensitive than the other, and 
thereby inviting us to grow into that sensitivity as well. 
 
Hospitality is both active and passive, and where these are beautifully in 

balance, God cannot but be present, and surely, that the goal we want to 
achieve for ourselves, as well as for those we try to make welcome.   
 
May Christ give you the grace to recognise him whenever he comes to your 
door. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


